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ECO-UNESCO YOUNG ENVIRONMENTALIST AWARDS 2019 

PROJECT SUBMISSION FORM 

 

Before filling in this form, please read the submission guidelines  located in your 

submission folder and also online here . 

 

SUBMISSIONS CLOSE: MIDNIGHT 1st MARCH 2019 

 

 

Project Details 

Registration number 2018-169 

School/youth organisation name Clonskeagh Homework Club 

Project title What is the real cost of our electronics? 

Age category 

Super Junior: 10-12 (non-

category specific) 

Junior Group: 12-14   

Senior Group: 15-18 

Senior Group (15-18) 

Award category 

Please select 1 category only, 

don’t worry if you’re unsure – 

choose the ‘Not Sure’ option: 

 

Biodiversity   

Climate Change   

ECO-Art & Design 

ECO-Community Development    

ECO-Innovation 

ECO-Health & Wellbeing  

Energy    

Waste     

Water    

Super Junior  

Not sure   

ECO-Community Development 

Additional Awards 

Learn more about additional 

awards here: 

http://www.ecounesco.ie/award

-categories 

 

Local to Global SDG   

Local to Global SDG 

http://www.ecounesco.ie/images/2015/SUBMISSION-GUIDELINES.pdf
http://www.ecounesco.ie/award-categories
http://www.ecounesco.ie/award-categories
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People’s Choice   

Further Growth    

ECO-Mentor of the Year    

ECO-Sustainability Award   

Which Sustainable Development 

Goal does your project link to? 

See the list of Sustainable 

Development Goals here: 

https://sustainabledevelopment.

un.org/sdgs 

Our project links to the following SDGs: 

-10: Reduced inequalities 

-11: Sustainable cities and communities 

-12: Responsible consumption and production 

Names of ALL young people in 

YEA group 

Susie Spratt, Mary Fleming, Breon Timmons, 

Agnese Santoro 

Mentor name Gary Whelan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
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Project Summary 

Project Summary (max. 200 words):  

Please note!  

We will use this in any future publicity material including the website and the 

People’s Choice Award so make sure you tell us how great your project is! 

Please take a look at the YEA 2018 Finalist Booklet for your reference – available 

at http://ecounesco.ie/forms-resources.  

  

Briefly describe your project, considering the following questions in order.  
• Goals: What was your project about? How did you come up with the idea? What  
•  were your project goals?  
• Actions: What actions did you take to achieve the project goals?  
• Achievements: What did you achieve as a result of your project?   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our YEA project is aimed at promoting peace and justice in Africa by informing 

the public of how our wreckless behaviour as consumers can impact the lives of 

those living there. 

 

In order to carry this out, we embarked on a big awareness campaign. We 

researched the issue and contacted agencies already working in the field 

before designing our project plan. 

 

We created a presentation, held an awareness event at our school, and 

contacted all relevant stakeholders of our organisation. We also started an email 

and social media campaign, and passed a resolution at our centre. 

 

 

 

 

http://ecounesco.ie/forms-resources
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 EVIDENCE IS CRUCIAL TO YOUR YEA PROJECT!  

In your answers below please make reference to the 

evidence that you are submitting in your EVIDENCE FOLDER and include the correct 

titles.  

 

DO NOT INCLUDE PHOTOS AND PICTURES IN THIS APPLICATION FORM - ADD THEM TO 

YOUR EVIDENCE FOLDER   

  

Suggested Evidence.   

Below are some suggestions only. You do not need to include everything listed 

below.   

  

STEP 1:   

Team skills audit, role assignment sheet, team contract, etc.   

STEP 2:    

Worksheet for brainstorming environmental issues, research mind map, research 

record sheets, etc.   

STEP 3:   

Worksheet for brainstorming environmental actions, action plan mind map, action 

project planning worksheet, etc.   

STEP 4:   

Action plan mind map, action project planning worksheet, meeting minutes, photos, 

drama, songs, books, news articles, events, meetings, links 

to videos, PowerPoints, website/blog, social media, etc.   

STEP 5:   

Suggested evidence: Press release, social media campaign, event organisation, 

lobbying, petition, etc.  

STEP 6: 

Evidence for Step 6 MUST include of your Team Reflection (Included in Submission 

Form) and the Individual Reflection Forms which you will find in your folder.  
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6 Steps 2 Success 

Please provide answers to each of the questions listed below under Steps 1- 6. Your 

work will be judged on how well it has considered each of these questions.  

  

See this sample submission form to get an idea of how much you should write for 

each section. 

Step 1. Get a Team Together <10 marks> 

How was your team formed? Our team was formed as a result of a CSPE class 

on consumption. 

What skills does each team 

member have? 

We conducted a skills audit as seen in the YEA 

manual.  This contains a chart of what skills our 

team members currently have, and what skills 

they’d like to gain through doing the project. 

What skills were developed 

during the project? 

As above 

What role and tasks did each 

team member fulfil? 

Susie has always been an artist so she was in 

charge of design. 

 

Mary loves talking so she presented our ideas in 

front of people. 

 

Breon and Agnese like to read so they 

undertook a lot of the research. 

Did you do any team building 

activities? 

We watched a movie called ‘King Leopold’s’ 

ghost together and talked about what we took 

away from it after 

Please list file names of evidence 
that relates to this step 

Please see pdf titled ‘skills table’ in our evidence 

folder. 

Step 2. Select an Environmental Issue & Research <30 marks> 

How and why did you choose the 

issue? 

As part of an anti-racism class, we decided to 

interview a 25-year old refugee from Africa. 

What he told us shocked us so much that we 

had to find out more.  

What are the causes and impacts 

of the issue? 

We learned that today in Africa, there are 2 

million children facing starvation, and that in the 

last 2 decades millions of Africans people have 

lost their lives. A lot of the violence that caused 

these deaths is connected to the trade of 

electronics. 

 

Many rare minerals that are used in our 

electronics come from Africa. Since the 1990’s, 

armed militias have been stealing and selling 

these minerals to electronics companies. 

They recruit child soldiers and use rape as a 

weapon to control and scare communities.  

 

http://www.ecounesco.ie/images/2015/SUBMISSION-GUIDELINES.pdf
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The four main minerals are ‘the three T’s’ and 

gold. The three T’s are: 

Tantalum: stores electricity 

Tungsten: makes your phone vibrate 

Tin: used in circuit boards 

Gold is then used to coat the wiring. 

 

This trade of minerals has supported some of the 

worst violence that has happened since World 

War 2. 

Did you find any local and global 

links for the issue? 

We were shocked to discover that many of the 

phones in our pockets and laptops in our 

schools were manufactured by companies who 

do business with the DRC. We wanted to make 

people aware of this global issue at a local 

level! 

How did you research the issue? -Interview with African refugee 

-Read up on lots of resources as suggested by 

Annie 

-Watched 2 relevant movies 

-Divided up a book between us to get a clear 

picture of what is still happening today 

Please list file names of evidence 
that relates to this step 

See the full transcript of the interview titled 

‘Interview’ in our evidence folder. 

 

Please see our research notes file, titled 

‘research notes’ in our evidence folder 

Step 3. Develop an Action Plan <30 marks> 

How did you develop an action 

plan? 

We developed an action plan by coming 

together for a meeting and laying out our goals. 

Please see below for more detail. 

Specify your project details (e.g. 

overview, goals, actions, 

person(s) responsible, timeline, 

etc.) 

Our goal was to evoke emotion in people and 

to get them to sign our petition.  

 

We wanted to convince our centre to pass a 

resolution to only purchase conflict free 

electronics.  

 

Our actions would be as follows: 

-Research the issue as much as possible 

-Design and host an awareness event 

-Create a petition and get as many people as 

possible to sign  

-Create a video for a social media campaign 

-Get the centre to pass the resolution 
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Step 4. Take Action <30 marks> 

What actions did you undertake? -Researched the issue as detailed in step 2 

-Created a petition.  

-Made an animation.  

-Created a presentation.  

-Hosted an awareness event.  

Please list file names of evidence 
that relates to this step 

Please see a copy of our resolution, titled 

‘resolution doc’ in our evidence folder. 

 

Please see a copy of our roles and 

responsibilities charter, titled ‘roles and 

responsibilties’ in our evidence folder. 

 

Please see a copy of our project timeline plan, 

titled ‘timeline doc’ in our evidence folder. 

 

Please see the results from this petition in the 

folder titled ‘petition’ in our evidence folder 

 

Please see presentation file titled ‘presentation’ 

in our evidence folder 

 

Please see photos from the event in the folder 

titled ‘event photos’ in our evidence folder 

 

 

Step 5. Raise Awareness <30 marks> 

What did you do to raise 

awareness on the issue? 

We held an awareness event at our centre and 

presented our story to everyone.  

 

We used the animated video we created and 

converted one of the rooms into a museum that 

told the history of Africa from pre-colonial times 

up until today. 

 

People were then invited to sign the petition, 

asking the organisation to go ‘conflict free’ with 

their electronic purchases. 

 

We also started a social media campaign on 

the basis of the video we created to drive 

further awareness.  

What did you do to raise 

awareness about your team’s 

work and achievements? 

We submitted a press release to the local paper 

about all the work we have been doing. 

Please list file names of evidence 
that relates to this step 

Please see the results of our campaign in the file 

titled ‘Social Media Stats’ in our evidence 

folder. 
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Please see the press release titled ‘press release 

doc’ in our evidence folder. 

Step 6. Reflect <20 marks> 

What impacts did your project 

have on your target audience? 

Our target audience learnt about the real world 

impact that our spending habits can have on 

people 

Our centre changed the way it operates in 

terms of purchasing 

Did your project achieve its 

goals? 

The centre passed the resolution so yes, we 

would say the project has been a success. 

Are there any lessons to be 

learnt? 

To always have a good plan in place and stick 

to deadlines 

What did you learn and what 

skills did you develop by doing 

the project? 

We learnt about the human cost of 

consumerism and some real skills such as: 

-research skills 

-presentation/public speaking skills 

-social media skills 

-event management skills 

Have any of your behaviours and 

attitudes changed as a result of 

participating? If so, how? 

We are now much more conscious of the 

consequences of the decisions we make as 

consumers, and we have more of an interest in 

finding out where things come from and how 

they are made, 

What are your teams next steps? We will continue to raise awareness of the 

human cost of electronics via our social media 

campaign 

We will also advocate for the cause through an 

email campaign 

Please list file names of evidence 

that relates to this step 

See file named ‘Popular survey results’ 

See file named ‘Individual Reflections 

See photos labelled Final Celebration including 

photo of our ‘Feedback Tree.’ 

Individual Reflection Forms Individual reflection forms (each member must 

fill out one of these forms, located in your 

submission folder)   

Please find this file in your submission folder. 
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Checklist  

  

We have completed the following:   
  

• All fields of this submission form  ☐   

• Filled out the individual reflection forms (one form per participant, please find 

the file in your submission folder)  ☐  

• Uploaded all related evidence or media files to the EVIDENCE FOLDER ☐  

  

Declaration  
   

I declare that this form is a fair representation of the project conducted by the 

participants listed and that this is their own work.   

  

Mentor Name: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


